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Gina Brocker 
Portfolio: New and Recent Photographs 
June 28 - July 26 
 
Opening reception with the artist: Saturday, June 28, 6-8PM 
Book signing and meet the artist: 3-4PM 
Artist’s talk and discussion: 5-6PM  
 
Irvine Contemporary is pleased to present Gina Brocker's solo exhibition of new and 
recent photographs, Portfolio. This is Gina Brocker’s second solo exhibition with Irvine 
Contemporary, and Portfolio provides a select overview of the artist’s ongoing project of 
recording intimate portraits of an Irish Traveler family. Opening reception with the artist: 
Saturday, June 28, 6-8PM. Book signing and meet the artist: 3:00-4:00 PM. Artist’s talk and 
discussion: 5:00-6:00. 
 

 
Gina Brocker, Untitled (Boy on Swing), from The Donovans, 
first series, 2005. C-print. 16 x 24 in. Edition of 10. 

 
Gina Brocker, Untitled (Pool Shot), from The Donovans, second 
series, 2007. C-print. 16 x 24 in. Edition of 10. 

  

 
Gina Brocker, Untitled (Swingset 2), from The Donovans, 
second series, 2007. C-print. 16 x 24 in. Edition of 10. 

 
Gina Brocker, Untitled (Message), from The Donovans, second 
series, 2007. C-print. 16 x 24 in. Edition of 10. 

 
Gina Brocker’s disarmingly personal and intimate photographs extend recent work in 
documentary and portrait-based photography, showing affinities with the approaches of 
Nan Goldin, Sally Mann, and Angela Strassheim in capturing the personal details of 
families and relationships. Gina Brocker’s work always appears unstaged and unposed, 
close to snap-shot directness, yet the photographs are only possible through the trust and 
friendship of the family that has included the artist and her camera in the ordinary and 
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everyday drama of their lives. Through an unobtrusive camera lens—the subjects rarely 
look at the camera or notice its presence--a viewer is positioned as an observer of a 
spontaneous moment that shines out with an individual reality.  
 
The main subjects of Brocker’s work in the exhibition are the children of the Donovan 
family. The family represents a little-known and seldom-documented subculture, the Irish 
Travelers, a gypsy society now in transition to becoming settled in government-sponsored 
housing and development communities. Although many of the images correspond with 
established themes and genres like childhood innocence, teenage alienation, family 
relationships, domestic scenes, and youthful experiments in identity, the locations and 
individual humanity of the artist’s subjects surprise the viewer with telling details 
irreducible to genre types.  
 
A striking photograph from the earlier series (“The Boy on the Swing”) presents an original 
shot that would be all but impossible to stage:  with a cemetery and looming cloud-filled 
sky behind him, a boy on a homemade swing smiles with unselfconscious innocence. A 
photo from the later series (“Swingset 2”) reveals the emerging self-reflection and identity 
awareness of young teenagers absorbed with their cell phones. The images show us a 
world familiar and yet completely individual and personal, shaped by the deep empathy 
of the photographer in interpreting and recording the moments of everyday life. 
 
 
About the Artist 
Gina Brocker received her BFA from the Maryland Institute College of Art, Baltimore, MD, 
and her MFA from the University of Wales (2008). She was selected for the new book, 25 
Under 25: Up-and-Coming American Photographers (Vol. 2), selected by Sylvia Plachy 
and co-published by Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies and Powerhouse 
Books (New York, 2008).  A series of her Donovan family photographs was also recently 
published in Vision magazine, Beijing, China (June, 2008). 
 
 


